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,I�,�ZHUH�WR�GHȴQH�3UXQHȇV� 
SHUVRQDOLW\�DQG�KHU�DUW�LV�WKLV�PDQWUD��
Ȋ%H�GDULQJ��EH�ȴUVW��EH�GLIIHUHQW��EH�ULJKW�ȋ

3UXQH�LV�IHDUOHVV��:KHQ�,�ȴUVW�PHW�KHU��VKH�DOPRVW�LPPHGLDWHO\�DVNHG�
PH�IRU�D�VWUDQG�RI�P\�KDLU�DV�D�VDPSOH�IRU�DQ�DUWZRUN�VKH�ZDV�GRLQJ�DERXW�

WKH�KXPDQ�ERG\�Ȑ

:KDW�LV�DXGDFLW\�LQ�DUW"�3HUWLQHQFH�DQG�LPSHUWLQHQFH�LQ�D�JLYHQ�FRQWH[W��3UXQH�KDV�FKRVHQ� 
D�FRQWURYHUVLDO�WRSLF��WKDW�RI�VHOHFWLYH�DERUWLRQ�LQ�,QGLD�Ȑ�DQG�DOWKRXJK�VKH�KDV�QR�SULRU�H[SHUWLVH� 
LQ�WKLV�ȴHOG��VKH�LV�IULHQGO\�DQG�SHUVLVWDQW��DQG�PHW�ZLWK�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�SHRSOH��DOO�UHODWHG�RQH�ZD\� 

RU�DQRWKHU��WR�WKLV�GUDPDWLF�VXEMHFW�
 

$UW�DLPV�DW�WUDQVJUHVVLRQ�WR�EUHDN�QHZ�JURXQG�EXW�QRZDGD\V��LW�GRHV�QRW�JR�YHU\�IDU��LW�LV�PRVWO\�ULWXDOL]HG�
DQG�IUDPHG��3UXQH�LV�D�ULVN�WDNHU��ZLOOLQJ�WR�UROO�WKH�GLFH�ZLWK�KHU�UHSXWDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�OLQH�WR�EULQJ�WR�IUXLWLRQ� 
D�SURMHFW�WKDW�FURVVHV�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�GLVFLSOLQHV��DUW��VRFLRORJ\��PHGLFDO�VFLHQFH��DQWKURSRORJ\��SKLORVRSK\�� 

%ROG�DUH�WKRVH�ZKR�FURVV�GLVFLSOLQHV��DQG�VKH�KDV�GRQH�WKLV�IRU�D�FRXSOH�RI�\HDUV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�WKLV�VSHFLȴF�SURMHFW� 
ZKLFK�KDV�LQYROYHG�D�JUHDW�GHDO�RI�KRPHZRUN�DQG�UHVHDUFK�RQ�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�WRSLF�

 
7KURXJK�WKH�VHOHFWHG�DUW�ZRUNV��3UXQH�DVVHUWV�KHU�RZQ�YLVLRQ�WKURXJK�KHU�LPDJLQDWLRQ�DQG�DELOLW\�WR�WUDQVIRUP�

PDWWHU�LQWR�VFXOSWXUHV�DQG�SLFWXUHV��7KHUH�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�H[WUHPH�LQ�KHU�ZRUN��LW�LV�SXUH��HYHQ�LI�LW�KLJKOLJKWV�K\EULGLVP�
ZKLOH�UHGHȴQLQJ�PRGHUQ�KXPDQLVP�DV�RQO\�DUW�FDQ��7KHUH�LV�QR�VDFULOHJH�LQ�KHU�Holy Daughters.�$XGDFLW\�LV�QRW�

SURYRFDWLRQ��HYHQ�LI�LW�WUDQVJUHVVHV�DHVWKHWLF�VWDQGDUGV�DQG�FRGHV��
 

+HU�EROGQHVV�LV�KXPEOH��D�YHU\�SK\VLFDO�DQG�YHU\�PRYLQJ�H[SHULHQFH��7KH�YDULHW\�RI�PHGLXPV��WKH�XVH� 
RI�VFLHQWLȴF�GHYLFHV��WKH�JUDVVURRWV�H[SHULHQFH�RI�,QGLDQ�VWUHHWV�����3UXQH�LV�TXHVWLRQLQJ�IRUPV�RI�KXPDQ�EHKDYLRXU��
:LWK�JUHDW�UHVSHFW�DQG�DIIHFWLRQ�IRU�WKH�,QGLDQ�FXOWXUH��VKH�SXWV�LQWR�SHUVSHFWLYH�DWWLWXGHV��ZKLFK�WKDW�VR�RIWHQ�

WKUHDWHQ�WKH�ZHOOEHLQJ�RI�JLUOV�DQG�ZRPHQ�
 

:KLOH�ZLVKLQJ�WR�PDNH�D�SRLQW�DERXW�KXPDQ�EHKDYLRXU��DV�ZHOO�DV�WDNLQJ�IXOO�UHVSRQVDELOLW\� 
IRU�WKLV�YHQWXUH��3UXQH�VKRZV�WKDW�WKRXJK�SODQV�DUH�SRLQWOHVV��SODQQLQJ�LV�LQGLVSHQVDEOH��6KH�
ZDQWHG�WKH�WKUHH�RI�XV�WR�FROODERUDWH�RQ�WKLV�H[KLELWLRQ��WKH�DUWLVW��D�FXUDWRU�DQG�D�FROOHFWRU�� 

LQGHSHQGDQWV��7RJHWKHU�ZH�IRXQG�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�YHQXH�IRU�RXU�SRS�XS�H[KLELWLRQ� 
WKDW�PDNHV�3UXQHȇV�LFRQRFODVWLF�DUW�HYHQ�PRUH�DSSHDOLQJ�

  
7R�WKRVH�ZKR�ȴQG�SUHVXPSWXRXV�3UXQHȇV�DPELWLRQ�WR�WU\�PDNLQJ� 

D�EHWWHU�ZRUOG��RQH�FRXOG�DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�RSWLPLVW�NQRZV�
KRZ�WKH�ZRUOG�LV�SHUIHFWLEOH�

Tatyana Franck, art curator.
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,QGLD� DQG� &KLQD�� WZR� SRSXORXV� $VLDQ� 
QDWLRQV��VKDUH�D�FRPPRQ�G\VIXQFWLRQDOLW\�Ȃ�
ERWK�KDYH�DGYHUVH�VH[�UDWLRV��7KDW�LV��LQ�ERWK�
VRFLHWLHV��WKHUH�DUH�IHZHU�ZRPHQ�WKDQ�PHQ�
ZKLFK� LV� WKH� RSSRVLWH� RI� PRVW� RWKHU� FRXQ�
WULHV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��6LQFH�WKH�����V��ZKHQ�VH[� 
GHWHUPLQDWLRQ� WKURXJK� XOWUDVRXQG� WHFKQRO�
RJ\� EHFDPH� SRSXODU� DQG� ZLGHVSUHDG�� WKH�
QXPEHU�RI�JLUOV�EHLQJ�DOORZHG�WR�WDNH�ELUWK�
IHOO�GUDPDWLFDOO\�

7KXV��LQ�,QGLD��WKH�FKLOG�VH[�UDWLR��DJHV������ 
RU�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�JLUOV�EHLQJ�ERUQ�IRU�HYHU\�
�����ER\V�IHOO�IURP�����LQ������WR�����LQ�������
7KLV�IDOO�ZDV�YHU\�GUDPDWLF� LQ�WKH�QRUWKHUQ�
DQG�QRUWK�ZHVWHUQ�SDUWV�RI�,QGLD�ZKLFK�KDYH�
KLVWRULFDOO\�EHHQ�NQRZQ�IRU�VNHZHG�VH[�UDWLRV�� 
DFKLHYHG� WKURXJK� IHPDOH� LQIDQWLFLGH� ȂWKH�
NLOOLQJ� RI� EDE\� JLUOV� VRRQ� DIWHU� WKHLU� ELUWK��
,Q� ����� QRUWKHUQ� VWDWHV� VXFK� DV� 3XQMDE�
DQG�+DU\DQD�VKRZHG�GHFOLQHV�RI����DQG����
SRLQWV��7KHVH� WZR� VWDWHV�DUH� WKH�PRVW�SURV�
SHURXV� VWDWHV� RI� ,QGLD�� ZLWK� YHU\� KLJK� SHU�
FDSLWD�LQFRPHV��

2QH�PLJKW�ZRQGHU�ZK\�ULFK�VWDWHV�LQ�,QGLD� 
GRQȇW� ZDQW� GDXJKWHUV�� &DQ� WKH\� QRW� DIIRUG�
WKHP"�:K\�VKRXOG�WKH\�GLVFULPLQDWH�DJDLQVW�
JLUO�FKLOGUHQ�LI�WKH\�DUH�ZHOO�RII"�6RPH�RWKHU�
TXHVWLRQV�DOVR�FRPH� WR�PLQG�ȂZK\�KDV� WKLV�
WUHQG�ZRUVHQHG�LQ�WKH�PRGHUQ�HUD"�6KRXOG�
JHQGHU�LQHTXDOLW\�DQG�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�QRW�JR�
GRZQ�ZLWK� DOO� WKH� LPSURYHPHQWV� LQ� HGXFD�
WLRQ��KHDOWK�DQG�LQFRPH"�+LVWRULFDOO\��WKLV�KDV� 
EHHQ�WKH�WUHQG�LQ�PRVW�FRXQWULHV��VR�ZK\�QRW�
LQ�,QGLD�DQG�&KLQD"

,W� EHFRPHV� YHU\� LPSRUWDQW� WR� DVN� DQG� 
DQVZHU�WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV�DV�ZH�WU\� WR�DUUHVW�
WKLV�QHJDWLYH�DQG�XQIDLU�WUHQG��,QGLDȇV�QH[W�
FHQVXV�LV�GXH�LQ������DQG�ZLOO�WHOO�XV�ZKHWKHU�
WKH� LPPHQVH�HIIRUWV�SXW� LQ�E\�JRYHUQPHQW��
1*2V�� DFWLYLVWV� DQG� VFKRODUV� KDYH� KDG� DQ\�
HIIHFW� RQ� UHGXFLQJ� WKLV� IRUP�RI� JHQGHU� GLV�
FULPLQDWLRQ��,Q�D�ODWHU�VHFWLRQ��,�ORRN�DW�UHFHQW�
HVWLPDWHV�RI�VH[�UDWLRV�DW�ELUWK� �QXPEHU�RI�
JLUOV�DQG�ER\V�EHLQJ�ERUQ�� �DFURVV�,QGLD�WR�
VHH�LI�WKHUH�LV�LPSURYHPHQW�RU�GHWHULRUDWLRQ�
ȂZKDW�GRHV�WKH�IXWXUH�KROG"

Modern technology and modern family

2QH�PXVW� WU\� DQG� ORFDWH� WKLV� SUREOHP� RI�
ȆPLVVLQJȇ�RU�ȆXQZDQWHGȇ�GDXJKWHUV�LQ�WKH�SUH�
VHQW�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�FRQȵXHQFH�RI�KRZ�PRGHUQ�
WHFKQRORJ\�LV�DIIHFWLQJ�WKH�PDNLQJ�RI�WKH�PRG�
HUQ�IDPLO\��0RVW� ,QGLDQV�KDYH�EHHQ�WXWRUHG�
E\�WKH�,QGLDQ�JRYHUQPHQWȇV�IDPLO\�SODQQLQJ�
PHVVDJHV�ȂȊ+XP�GR��+DPDUH�GRȋ�PHDQLQJ��
Ȋ8V�WZR��RXU�WZRȋ��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�GHȴQLWLRQ�RI�
WKH�PRGHUQ� IDPLO\�ZLWK�RQO\� WZR�FKLOGUHQ��
+RZHYHU��ZKLOH� ,QGLDQV� KDYH� DFFHSWHG� WKLV�
QRUP�� WKH\�FRQWLQXH� WR�SUHIHU� WR�KDYH�ER\V�

UDWKHU� WKDQ�JLUOV��+HUH��PRGHUQ� WHFKQRORJ\�
KDV� KHOSHG� WKHP� LPPHQVHO\�� :LWK� WHFKQR�
ORJLFDO�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�VXFK�DV�DPQLRFHQWHVLV��
FKURPRVRPDO�VRUWLQJ� �D�SUH�FRQFHSWLRQ�VH[�
VHOHFWLRQ�WHFKQRORJ\��DQG�VFDQV�ZLWK�WKH�KHOS�
RI�XOWUDVRXQG�PDFKLQHV��LW�KDV�EHFRPH�YHU\�
HDV\�WR�HLWKHU�LPSODQW�D�IĕWXV�RI�WKH�VH[�RQH�
ZDQWV�RU�GHWHUPLQH� WKH�VH[�RI� WKH� IĕWXV� LQ�
WKH�ZRPE��7KH�PRVW�SRSXODU� DQG� FKHDS�RI�
WKHVH�WHFKQRORJLHV�KDV�EHHQ�XOWUDVRXQG��,W�LV�
QRQ�LQYDVLYH�DQG�HDVLO\�DYDLODEOH�� ,QGHHG� LW�
KDV�VSUHDG�WR�WKH�ZKROH�FRXQWU\�DQG�HYHU\�
RQH�NQRZV�ZKDW�XVH� LW� FDQ�EH�SXW� WR��:LWK�
WKH� LQWURGXFWLRQ� RI� WKLV� WHFKQRORJ\� LQ� WKH�
����V��WKH�QXPEHU�RI�JLUOV�EHLQJ�ERUQ�EHJDQ�
WR�IDOO��UDSLGO\�GHFOLQLQJ�WR�XQIRUWXQDWH�SUR�
SRUWLRQV�

7KXV��PRGHUQ�WHFKQRORJ\�ZKLFK�ZDV�PHDQW� 
WR� GHWHFW� IĕWDO� DEQRUPDOLWLHV� LV� EHLQJ� XVHG�
WR� HOLPLQDWH� GDXJKWHUV�� OHDGLQJ� WR� D� ZRUVH�
JHQGHU�LPEDODQFH��%HLQJ�PRGHUQ�LV�VHHQ�DV� 
KDYLQJ� D� VPDOO� IDPLO\� DQG� XVLQJ� WHFKQRO�
RJ\� WR� DFKLHYH� WKH� JHQGHU� FRPSRVLWLRQ�RQH�
ZDQWV��7KH�PRUH�HGXFDWHG�DQG�ULFK�\RX�DUH��
WKH�EHWWHU�\RX�DUH�DEOH�WR�GR�WKLV�

�$V� D� UHVXOW�� EHWZHHQ������DQG������� DQ�
HVWLPDWHG����PLOOLRQ�VH[�VHOHFWLYH�DERUWLRQV�
WRRN� SODFH�� 6RPH� SDUWV� RI� ,QGLD� VWLOO� KDYH� 
IHPDOH�LQIDQWLFLGH�ȂLQ�������D�QRUWKHUQ�VWDWH�
RI�,QGLD��8WWDU�3UDGHVK��DV�ODUJH�DV�*HUPDQ\��
FRQWULEXWHG� ������RI� WKH� LQIDQWLFLGHV�� 3RRU�
VWDWHV�� ZKHUH� SHRSOH� FDQQRW� DIIRUG� VFDQ�
QLQJ�DQG�DERUWLRQV��VWLOO�PD\�HOLPLQDWH�JLUOV�
WKURXJK�SULPLWLYH�PHWKRGV� VXFK� DV� OHDYLQJ�
WKH�QHZ�ERUQ�EDE\�RXW�LQ�WKH�FROG��RU�SXWWLQJ�
SRLVRQ� LQWR�KHU�PRXWK��RU�GURZQLQJ�KHU� LQ�
D�ULYHU�

present and FutureTrends

7R�DUUHVW�WKH�DODUPLQJ�WUHQG��WKH�JRYHUQ�
PHQW��1*2V�DQG�DFWLYLVWV�KDYH� WDNHQ�PDQ\�
VWHSV� RYHU� WKH� ODVW� WHQ�ȴIWHHQ� \HDUV�� 7KH�
JRYHUQPHQW�LQWURGXFHG�WKH�31'7��SUH�QDWDO� 
GLDJQRVWLF� WHFKQLTXHV� � SUHYHQWLRQ� DQG�PLV�
XVH��$FW�LQ������DQG�IXUWKHU�VWUHQJWKHQHG�LW�
LQ������WR�FRYHU�SUHYHQWLRQ�RI�SUH�FRQFHSWLRQ�
VH[� VHOHFWLRQ�� ,W� DOVR� LQWURGXFHG�PDQ\� ȆJLUO�
FKLOGȇ�VFKHPHV� WR�HQFRXUDJH�IDPLOLHV�QRW� WR�
HOLPLQDWH�GDXJKWHUV��7KHVH�FRYHU�HGXFDWLRQ� 
RI�JLUO�DQG�KHU�PDLQWHQDQFH��2QH�YHU\�SRSX�
ODU�VFKHPH�LV�FDOOHG�Ȋ/DGOLȋ�RU�ȊEHORYHG�GDXJK�
WHUȋ�VFKHPH��7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�FDPSDLJQV�DQG�
DGYRFDF\��ZKLFK�WU\�WR�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�ELUWK�RI�
WKH�JLUO�FKLOG�DQG�UDLVH�KHU�YDOXH��

+RZHYHU�� PDQ\� RI� WKHVH� PHDXUHV� KDYH�
QRW�EHHQ�YHU\�VXFFHVVIXO��+DUGO\�DQ\�GRFWRUV�
KDYH� EHHQ� SURVHFXWHG� IRU� PLVXVLQJ� XOWUD�
VRXQG� DQG� FDUU\LQJ� RXW� DERUWLRQV� WR� HOLPL�
QDWH�IHPDOH�IRHWXVHV��7KH�JLUO�FKLOG�VFKHPHV�

NOT WANTING DAUGHTERS 
IN INDIA

by Ravinder Kaur
professor of Sociology and Social anthropology, 

Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi, India
12th December, 2010

PD\�KDYH�KHOSHG�D�OLWWOH�LQ�UDLVLQJ�DZDUHQHVV�
EXW�ZH�KDYH�WR�ZDLW�XQWLO�WKH�QH[W�FHQVXV�WR�
JDXJH�WKH�UHDO�VXFFHVV�RI�WKHVH�VWHSV�

:KDW�GR�VH[�UDWLRV�DW�ELUWK�EHWZHHQ������
DQG������VKRZ�XV"�7KH�GLDJQRVLV�LV�EDVHG�RQ�
WKH�ZRUN�RI�3URI��.XONDUQL�RI� -1�8QLYHUVLW\�
LQ�'HOKL��7KH�SLFWXUH�VWLOO�GRHV�QRW�ORRN�YHU\�
JRRG��2QO\� WZR�RXW� RI� WZHQW\� ,QGLDQ� VWDWHV�
�RU�SURYLQFHV��KDG�D�QRUPDO�VH[�UDWLR�ȂDERYH�
����� 7KH� UHVW� KDYH� IHZHU� JLUOV� EHLQJ� ERUQ��
7KH� DODUPLQJ� SDUW� LV� WKDW� DOWKRXJK� WKH� VH[�
UDWLR�DW�ELUWK�LV�LPSURYLQJ�VOLJKWO\�LQ�WKH�YHU\�
EDG�VWDWHV��LW�LV�GHWHULRUDWLQJ�LQ�SODFHV�ZKHUH�
LW�ZDV�ȴQH�HDUOLHU��7KXV�� WKH� VRXWK�RI� ,QGLD�
KDV�JHQHUDOO\�KDG�JRRG�VH[�UDWLRV��EXW�QRZ�
PDQ\�VRXWKHUQ�VWDWHV�DUH�VKRZLQJ�GHFOLQHV�
LQ�VH[�UDWLRV�DW�ELUWK��7KXV��WKH�FOHDU�1RUWK�
6RXWK�GLYLGH�LV�QRW�WKHUH�DQ\�PRUH��

,I�DGYHUVH�VH[�UDWLRV�ZHUH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�
QRUWKHUQ�FXOWXUH��ZK\�DUH�QRZ�WKH\�PRYLQJ�
WRZDUGV�FHQWUDO��HDVWHUQ�DQG�VRXWKHUQ�,QGLD"�
:KDW�QHZ�IDFWRUV�DUH�FRPLQJ�LQWR�SOD\"�7R�
XQGHUVWDQG�WKLV��ZH�KDYH�WR�VHH�WKH�ROG�DQG�
QHZ�UHDVRQV�IRU�QRW�ZDQWLQJ�GDXJKWHUV�

Cultural reasons: old and new?

6RPH� RI� WKH� UHDVRQV� IRU� QRW� ZDQWLQJ�
GDXJKWHUV�KDYH�EHHQ�ȂWKH�QHHG�WR�SD\�GRZU\�
DW� WKH�PDUULDJH�RI� WKH�GDXJKWHU�� JXDUG�KHU�
YLUJLQLW\�XQWLO�PDUULDJH�DV�WKDW�ZRXOG�DIIHFW�
WKH�KRQRXU�RI�WKH�IDPLO\��LQYHVWLQJ�LQ�GDXJK�
WHUV�GRHV�QRW�EULQJ�DQ\�UHWXUQV�WR�KHU�QDWDO�
IDPLO\�ZKLOH�LQYHVWLQJ�LQ�ER\V�GRHV��LW�LV�OLNH�
ȊZDWHULQJ�WKH�RWKHUȇV�JDUGHQȋ�DV�XSRQ�PDU�
ULDJH�WKH�GDXJKWHU�ZLOO�EH�RI�XVH�RQO\�WR�KHU�
KXVEDQGȇV�IDPLO\�Ȃ�GDXJKWHUV�DUH�WKXV�VHHQ�
DV�DQ�HFRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLDO�EXUGHQ�

,Q�PRGHUQ� WLPHV��DV� WKH�DJH�DW�PDUULDJH�
KDV�JRQH�XS�DQG�DV�SHRSOH�SUHIHU�HGXFDWHG�
GDXJKWHUV�LQ�ODZ��SDUHQWV�KDYH�WR�LQYHVW�PRUH�
LQ�GDXJKWHUV��7KLV�PDNHV�WKHP�PRUH�H[SHQ�
VLYH� DQG� OHVV� DWWUDFWLYH� DV� FKLOGUHQ�� 'RZU\�
ZKLFK�ZDV�OHVV�SRSXODU�LQ�WKH�VRXWK�DQG�HDVW�
KDV�EHFRPH�PRUH�FRPPRQ�DV�ZRPHQ�PRYH�
IURP�UXUDO�WR�XUEDQ�DUHDV�ZLWK�VDODULHG�KXV�
EDQGV�DQG�EHFRPH�KRXVHZLYHV�UDWKHQ�WKDQ�
ZRUNHUV��7KLV�OHDGV�WR�WKHLU�EHLQJ�SHUFHLYHG�
DV�QRQ�SURGXFWLYH�ȆPRXWKV�WR�IHHGȇ�ZKLFK�LQ�
WXUQ� OHDGV� WR� D� GHPDQG� IRU� GRZU\� DV� FRP�
SHQVDWLRQ�IRU�WKHLU�ȆXVHOHVVQHVVȇ��WKLV�IXUWKHU�
OHDGV�WR�XQZDQWHGQHVV�RI�GDXJKWHUV�

Consequences

$W� WKH�PRPHQW�� WKH�PRVW� JODULQJ� FRQVH�
TXHQFH�RI�VKRUWDJH�RI�JLUOV�DQG�ZRPHQ�LV�WKH�
VKRUWDJH�RI�EULGHV��%\����������PLOOLRQ�ZRPHQ� 
ZRXOG�EH�PLVVLQJ�IURP�WKH�PDUULDJHDEOH�DJH� 
JURXS� DQG� LQ� QRUWK� DQG� QRUWK�ZHVW� ,QGLD�

WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�����H[FHVV�PDOHV�RI�PDUULDJH�
DEOH�DJH��&KULVWRSH�*XLOPRWR��81)3$�������

$OUHDG\�� WKH� VKRUWDJH� RI� EULGHV� LQ� WKH�
QRUWK�LV�UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�PHQ�VHHNLQJ�JLUOV�IURP�
RWKHU� SDUWV� RI� WKH� FRXQWU\� DQG� IURP� RWKHU�
FRXQWULHV� ȂWKHVH� FRXSOHV� DUH� OLNH� VWUDQJHUV�
WR� HDFK�RWKHUȂ� ODQJXDJH�DQG�FXOWXUH�GLIIHUV�
FRPSOHWHO\�� ,Q� VRPH� FDVHV� WKH� EULGHV� DUH�
ERXJKW�DQG�VRPHWLPHV�DOO�EURWKHUV�VKDUH�RQH�
ZLIH�

:KLOH�WKLV�LV�QRW�D�JRRG�WUHQG�IRU�WKH�EULGHV�
ZKR�KDYH�WR�PDNH�DOO�WKH�DGMXVWPHQWV��WKHUH�
PD\� EH� XQLQWHQGHG� SRVLWLYH� FRQVHTXHQFHV��
6RPH� VXFK� PDUULDJHV� DUH� ZLWKRXW� GRZU\��
DFURVV� FDVWH�� UHJLRQ�DQG�UHOLJLRQ�� OHDGLQJ� WR�
EUHDNGRZQ�RI�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�ULJLGLWLHV�

Conclusion

3UXQH�1RXUU\ȇV�SURMHFW�RQ�Holy Daughters 
LV� WKXV� D� YHU\� YDOXDEOH� FRQWULEXWLRQ�ZKLFK�
EULQJV� IRFXV� RQ� WKLV� DODUPLQJ� DVSHFW� DQG�
WUHQG�LQ�,QGLDQ�VRFLHW\��6KH�KDV�WULHG�WR�WHOO�
WKH� FRXQWU\� WKDW� MXVW� DV� LW� FRQVLGHUV� IHPDOH�
FRZV�KRO\��LW�VKRXOG�H[WHQG�WKH�VDPH�KROLQHVV�
WR�LWV�GDXJKWHUV�ȂZKR�DUH�HTXDOO\�YDOXDEOH�DV�
OLYLQJ� EHLQJV��:LWKRXW� GDXJKWHUV� WKHUH� FDQ�
EH�QR�KXPDQ�UHSURGXFWLRQ�ȂKHQFH��QR� OLIH��
:RPHQ�DUH�WKH�VRXUFH�RI�IHUWLOLW\�DQG�QXUWXU�
DQFH�DQG�ZH�FDQQRW�HOLPLQDWH�WKHP�EHFDXVH�
E\�GRLQJ�VR�ZH�DUH�GDPDJLQJ�WKH�YHU\�EUDQFK�
WKDW�KXPDQ�OLIH�VLWV�XSRQ��

+HU�SURMHFW�EULQJV�XS�WKH�HWKLFV�RI��WHFK�
QRORJLFDO�LQWHUYHQWLRQV�LQ�KXPDQ�UHSURGXF�
WLRQ�DQG� WKHUHIRUH� LQ�KXPDQ� OLIH�� ,W� LV�YHU\�
HYRFDWLYH� DQG� PDNHV� SHRSOH� WKLQN� DERXW�
YHU\� IXQGDPHQWDO� HWKLFDO� DQG� VRFLRORJLFDO�
TXHVWLRQV����KXPDQ�ULJKWV��ULJKWV�RI�ZRPHQ��
SUHWHQVH� RI� WHFKQRORJ\� WR� EH� YDOXH�QHXWUDO�
DQG�RWKHU�LPSRUWDQW�LVVXHV�

6RFLRORJLFDOO\��WKURXJK�SXEOLF�DUW��LW�PDNHV�
SHRSOH� WKLQN�DERXW� WKHLU� UHODWLRQVKLSV��ZKR�
DQG� ZKDW� WKH\� ZDQW� DV� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� ZK\�
GDXJKWHUV�DUH�YDOXDEOH�WR�WKHP��7KLV�PDNHV�
IRU� D� SRVLWLYH� VWHS� LQ� SHRSOHȇV� WKLQNLQJ��
+HQFH�� DUW� LQȵXHQFHV� VRFLHW\� LQ� WKH� ULJKW�
HWKLFDO�GLUHFWLRQ�

“For the medical 

practitioner, 

he’s absolutely sure 

what he’s doing is wrong, 

ethically wrong, 

medically incorrect, 

but yet he does it 

for money.”

puneet Bedi,�*\QHFRORJLVW��'HOKL��March 2009.

Ȋ:KHQ�L�KDG�P\�ȴUVW�FKLOG��
(…) my mother-in-law 

thought i was pregnant 

of a girl, so they kicked me 

out. (…) but it was 

a boy, so i got back there. 

After (…) almost a year, 

I was pregnant again, 

and my mother-in-law 

did the abortion at home.”

Mary, +DU\DQD�GLVWULFW��September 2009.

“We have found, 

from a study that we did, 

in some villages, 

maybe only 500 girls 

to 1000 boys...”

Ravinder Kaur,�VRFLRORJLVW��'HOKL���March 2009.

“Infanticide — killing 

of daughters — was there 

even hundred years back! 

Now we have a more 

human method, thanks to 

technology. So I call it 

a marriage, an holy 

alliance, between tradition 

and technology.”

ashish Bose,�'HPRJUDSKHU��'HOKL��March 2009.

all photos
3LFWXUHV�H[WUDFWHG�IURP�WKH�GRFXPHQWDU\�“Holy Daughters, story 
of a sex selection”�GLUHFWHG�E\�3UXQH�1RXUU\�GXULQJ�WZR�MRXUQH\V�
LQ�,QGLD�LQ�������7KLV�YLGHR�RI�UHVHDUFKHV��ZDV�PDGH�WR�SURS�XS�
WKH�“Holy Daughters”�DUWZRUN�WKURXJK�LQWHUYLHZV�RI�,QGLDQ�6FLHQWLVWV�
DQG�ZRPHQ��LQ�5DMDVWKDQ�DQG�'HOKL�
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“This is a bacchi-bacchari.”

“Nature have his own way 

of creating a balance, and 

those who are against 

Nature I’m against them.”

“In this patriarchal society, 

if you are a girl having 

a relationship with a boy, 

it’s taken as an insult. 

To prevent that insult, they 

kill from the beginning.”

7KH� YHU\� VWUHQJWK� RI� 3UXQHȇV� VFXOSWXUHV�
VWDQGV� LQ� WKHLU� LQH[WULFDEOH� DQG� SRZHUIXO�
OLQNV� WLHG�ZLWK�FRQWHPSRUDU\� VRFLHWLHV��5LV�
LQJ�IURP�D�GHHS�LQWHUHVW�LQ�JHQHWLF��SURFUHD�
WLYH� WHFKQLTXHV� DQG� ELRHWKLFV� TXHVWLRQV��
KHU� DUWZRUNV� SUHVHQW� D� QHZ� DSSURDFK� RI�
WKHVH�LVVXHV�DQG�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UHȵHFWLRQ�RQ�
WKH�ZD\V� WR� FRQIURQW� WKH� SXEOLF�ZLWK� WKHVH�
XQLYHUVDO� FRQFHUQV�� 7KH� Holy Daughters 
SURMHFW� LV�URRWHG�LQ�D� ORQJ�UHVHDUFK�SURFHVV�
WKH� DUWLVW� KDV� EHHQ� SXUVXLQJ� VLQFH� ����� LQ�
PDQ\�FRXQWULHV��8QLWHG�6WDWHV��6ZLW]HUODQG�� 
(QJODQG��-DSDQ��,QGLD������DV�ZHOO�DV�LQ�D�QHZ�
YHLQ�H[SORULQJ�RQH�SDUWLFXODU�VRFLDO�FRQWH[W��
UH�HQYLVLRQLQJ� WKH� JOREDO�ORFDO� UHODWLRQ� LQ�
FRQWHPSRUDU\�DUW�SUDFWLFHV��)DU�IURP�DQ�H[�
RWLF�DQG�QD±YH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�,QGLD��3UXQH��
DV� DQ� DQWKURSRORJLVW�� UHDOL]HG� ȴHOG� VWXGLHV�
DQG� LQWHUYLHZHG� VFLHQWLVWV�� GHPRJUDSKHUV�
DQG� DERYH� DOO� ,QGLDQ� ZRPHQ�� 7KLV� WUXO\�
FRPSUHKHQVLYH� DSSURDFK� HQDEOHG� KHU� WR�
FUHDWH�DQ�DUW�SURMHFW�QRW�RQO\�IRU�D�ZHVWHUQ� 
DXGLHQFH��EXW�ȴUVW�RI�DOO�IRU�D�ORFDO�SXEOLF�

-XVW�LQVWDOOHG�LQ�WKH�VWUHHW��WKH�Holy Daugh-
ters�DSSHDOHG�LQKDELWDQWVȇ�FXULRVLW\�DQG�WULJ�
JHUHG� D� VXGGHQ� JDWKHULQJ� RI� SHRSOH�� 7KH�
OLQN�EHWZHHQ�WKH�*DX�0DWD��VDFUHG�FRZ���WKH�
PLON��WKH�PRWKHUKRRG�DQG�ZRPHQȇV�OLIH�FRQ�
GLWLRQV�ZDV�PDGH�QDWXUDOO\�E\�WKH�SDVVHUVE\�
FRPLQJ�IURP�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�VRFLDO�FODVVHV��

VOICES OF THE STREETS
by Christine Ithurbide

Researcher in geography and Contemporary art, university of paris 7 - Diderot.
Member of the team Indian cultural industries - artistic and literary scene 

at the Center of Indian and South asian Studies, and art critic.
5th December, 2010

 

VWUHHW� VHOOHUV�� DGPLQLVWUDWLYH� HPSOR\HH�� SR�
OLFHPHQ�� VWXGHQWV� DQG� PRWKHUV� ZLWK� WKHLU�
FKLOGUHQ�� 7KRXJK� DW� ȴUVW� VLJKW� LQWLPLGDWHG��
PRVW�RI� WKHP�KDG�UDWKHU� IULHQGO\�UHDFWLRQV�
DQG� FDUHVVHG� KHU� QRVH� LQ� VLJQ� RI� UHVSHFW��
0DQ\�RI�WKHP�ZHUH�VWUXFN�E\�WKH�SDUDOOHO�EH�
WZHHQ�WKH�VZHHW�DQG�LQQRFHQW�H\HV�RI�D�FRZ� 
DQG� WKH� RQH� RI� D� OLWWOH� JLUO��ZKHUHDV� RWKHUV� 
IHHO� SLW\� DQG� HYHQ� IHDU�� 7KH\� GHYHORSHG� D�
ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�SHUVRQDO�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV��GHDO�
LQJ�ZLWK�P\WKRORJ\�UHIHUHQFHV�EXW�DOVR�XUEDQ�
DQG� SRYHUW\� LVVXHV�� WKLQNLQJ� WKDW� WKH� VFXOS�
WXUH� GHQRXQFHG� EDG� OLYLQJ� FRQGLWLRQV� LQ�
FLWLHV�� )RU� RWKHUV�� WKH�Holy Daughter�ZDV� D�
VLJQ�RI�PHQ�GLVUHVSHFW�WRZDUG�1DWXUH��FRZV�
DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�ZRPHQ��%XW�LW�ZDV�DERYH�DOO�
\RXQJ�PHQ�ZKR�PDQLIHVWHG�WKHLU�DZDUHQHVV�
DQG�ZRUULHV�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�SUREOHP�RI�VH[�
VHOHFWLYH� DERUWLRQ� DQG� LWV� FRQVHTXHQFHV��
7KH\�ZHUH�DIUDLG�DERXW�QRW�ȴQGLQJ�D�ZRP�
DQ� WR� JHW�PDUULHG�� ,Q� D� FRXQWU\�ZKHUH� WKLV�
GHEDWH� LV�YHU\�PXFK�XQFRYHUHG�E\� WKH�PH�
GLD��3UXQH�ZDV�DEOH� WR�SRLQW� LW�RXW� WKURXJK�
GLDORJXH�DQG�LQ�D�VXEWOH�PDQQHU�UDWKHU�WKDQ�
EHLQJ�SURYRFDWLYH��

$� VWULNLQJ� GHWDLO� LQWHUHVWLQJO\� HPHUJHV�
IURP� WKH� SKRWRJUDSK\� RI� WKH� FURZG� RQ� WKH�
ȴUVW�GD\�LQVWDOODWLRQ��WKHUH�ZDV�QRW�HYHQ�RQH�
ZRPDQ�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�WKH�IUDPH�RI�WKH�SLFWXUH��
:KLOH� WKH�FHQWUDO� LVVXH�RI� WKH�DUW�SURMHFW� LV�
WKH� ODFN�RI�VL[W\�PLOOLRQ�ZRPHQ��GXH�WR� WKH�
LQFUHDVLQJ�VH[�VHOHFWLRQ�SKHQRPHQRQ�WR�WKH�
GHWULPHQW�RI�JLUOV��WKH�VWUHHW�VFHQH�HPERGLHG�

VSRQWDQHRXVO\�WKLV�UHDOLW\�DQG�LQ�D�SDUWLFX�
ODU�UHOHYDQW�PDQQHU��

7KH� VXFFHVV� RI� WKLV� KDSSHQLQJ� UHVXOWHG�
IURP� ERWK� D� ORQJ� UHȵHFWLRQ� RQ� WKH� IRUP� RI�
WKH� VFXOSWXUHV�� QRXULVKHG� E\� UHIHUHQFHV� WR�
,QGLDQ� OLWHUDWXUH�� UHOLJLRQ� DQG� YLVXDO� DUWV��
DQG� RQ� WKHLU� ORFDOL]DWLRQ� LQ� WKH� FLW\�� 7KH�
VSRWV��FDUHIXOO\�FKRVHQ��VKDUHG�WKH�SUHVHQFH�
RI�PLON�ERRWK��D�ZKLWH�DQG�EOXH�OLWWOH�XUEDQ�
VKRS� ZKHUH� SHRSOH� FRPH� HYHU\� GD\� WR� ȴOO�
WKHLU�PLON�SRW�RU�EX\�VRPH�IUHVK�ODVVL��SRSX�
ODU�DQG�WUDGLWLRQDO�\RJXUW�EDVHG�GULQN���/R�
FDWHG� LQ� GLIIHUHQW� QHLJKERUKRRGV� RI� 'HOKL��
WKH�IRXU�PLON�ERRWKV�UHVSRQGHG�WR�WKH�QHFHV�
VLW\�RI�FUHDWLQJ�D�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�WKH�VFXOSWXUH�
DQG� WKH�XUEDQ� OLIH�DURXQG��$Q\� LQKDELWDQW��
PHQ� RU� ZRPHQ�� ZKR� FDPH� E\� ZDONLQJ� RU�
E\�ELNH� IRU� WKLV�GDLO\�URXWLQH��DWWHQGHG�WKLV�
HYHQW��:DLWLQJ� LQ� WKH� OLQH�� WKH\�ZRXOG� MXVW�
JODQFH� DW� WKH� VFXOSWXUH� PRUH� RU� OHVV� GLV�
FUHHWO\��DQG�WKHQ�FRPH�FORVHU��DVN�TXHVWLRQV�
DQG�HYHQ�DWWHPSW�WR�OLIW�KHU��7KLV�LQWHUDFWLYH�
SURFHVV� DɟUPHG� WKH� VKLIW� IURP� WUDGLWLRQDO�
HOLWLVW� DUW� H[KLELWLQJ� SODFHV� WR� RSHQ� VSDFH�
HQYLURQPHQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�PHHW�DQ�DXGLHQFH�
XQIDPLOLDU� ZLWK� FRQWHPSRUDU\� DUW�� 3UXQH�
WRRN�D�UDWKHU�FRXUDJHRXV�DQG�HQJDJHG�ZD\��
UHDFWLYDWLQJ�WKH�VWURQJ�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�DUW�DQG�
OLIH�URRWHG�LQ�,QGLDQ�VRFLHW\��

:LWK� WKH� Holy Daughters,� 3UXQH� KDV�
VWHSSHG�LQWR�D�ODUJH�GHEDWH�RSHQHG�E\�,QGLDQ�
DUWLVWV�RQ�WKH�SDUDGR[HV�DQG�VHQVLWLYH�LVVXHV�

UDLVHG�LQ�UDSLGO\�GHYHORSLQJ�FRXQWULHV�VXFK�
DV�,QGLD��6KLOSD�*XSWD��LQ�Your Kidney Super-
market,�������GHQRXQFHV�WKH�DEXVHV�RI�VFLHQ�
WLȴF�SUDFWLFHV��ZKLOH�$QLWD�'XEH�ZLWK�Silence, 
(Blood weeding),������DQG�6XUHND� LQ� WKH�VH�
ULHV�Space of Silence,�������GHSORUH�ZRPHQȇV�
OLYLQJ� FRQGLWLRQV�� %XW� WKH� WRSLF� RI� PLVVLQJ�
JLUOV� UHPDLQ� TXLWH� DEVHQW� RI� FRQWHPSRUDU\�
,QGLDQ�DUW�VXEMHFW�

7KH� Holy Daughters� KDSSHQLQJ� ZLOO� UH�
PDLQ� DQ� XQH[SHFWHG�PHHWLQJ� DQG� XQIRUJHW�
WDEOH�H[SHULHQFH�IRU�WKH�OXFN\�RQHV�ZKR�VDZ�
LW��0RVW�OLNHO\��LW�ZLOO�NHHS�UDLVLQJ�PDQ\�LQWHU�
URJDWLRQV�DPRQJ�,QGLDQ�SHRSOH�DV� WKLV� LVVXH�
LV�QRW�UHVROYHG�\HW��3UXQHȇV�SURMHFW�GHȴQLWHO\�
KLJKOLJKWV� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH�RI�GLVSOD\LQJ�FRQ�
WHPSRUDU\� DUW� LQ� SXEOLF� VSDFH� LQ� ,QGLD� DQG�
FRQYH\V�QHZ�SHUVSHFWLYHV�RI�DSSURDFKLQJ�WKH�
UHODWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� DUW�� VFLHQFH� DQG� ZRPHQȇV�
ULJKWV�LQ�FRQWHPSRUDU\�,QGLD��

photos 1 · 5
+DSSHQLQJ�LQ�1HZ�'HOKL�y�'D\��
0LON�%RRWK�ȟ����y�+DXV�.KDV��1HZ�'HOKL��,QGLD��

photos 3 · 8 · 10
+DSSHQLQJ�LQ�1HZ�'HOKL�y�'D\��
0LON�ERRWK�ȟ����y�3DQVFKLOOD�SDUN��1HZ�'HOKL��,QGLD��

photos 2 · 6
+DSSHQLQJ�LQ�1HZ�'HOKL�y�'D\��
0LON�ERRWK�ȟ�����y�-nu��1HZ�'HOKL��,QGLD��

photos 4 · 7 · 9
+DSSHQLQJ�LQ�1HZ�'HOKL�y�(QG
0LON�%RRWK�ȟ����y�1L]DPXGGLQ�(DVW��'HOKL��,QGLD�

photo 11 (next page)
+DSSHQLQJ�LQ�1HZ�'HOKL�y�'D\��
0LON�%RRWK�ȟ����y�+DXV�.KDV��1HZ�'HOKL��,QGLD��
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This page and the next one
3LFWXUHV�H[WUDFWHG�IURP�WKH�YLGHR�“holy holi”�GLUHFWHG�E\�3UXQH�1RXUU\��
7KH�VFHQH�WDNHV�SODFH�LQ�D�Ȇgaushala’,�VRUW�RI�KRPH��UHIXJH�RU�KRVSLWDO�
IRU�KRO\�FRZV�
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INTERROGATING THE DIVINE: 
THE UBIQUITOUS COW 

AND THE HOLY DAUGHTERS
by Malvika Maheshwari

Doctoral researcher working on ‘freedom of expression of artists in India’ 
at the Centre d’études et de Recherches Internationales (CERI), paris. 

also teaches Indian politics at Sciences po. 
9th December, 2010

*DX� RU� WKH� FRZ� KDV� EHHQ� UHJDUGHG� DV� D� 
EDVLF�VRXUFH�RI�OLIH�DQG�OLYLQJ�LQ�,QGLD�LQ�UHF�
RJQLWLRQ� RI� LWV� V\QWKHVLV� RI� SK\VLFDO� HQHUJ\�
DQG�WKH�P\WKRORJLFDO��UHOLJLRXV�DQG�VSLULWXDO�
EHOLHIV�� 7KH� GLYHUVH� PDQLIHVWDWLRQV� RI� WKH�
FRZ�WKDW�KDYH�RYHU�WKH�FHQWXULHV�SUROLIHUDW�
HG��GHFOLQHG�DQG�EHHQ�UHYLYHG�VKDUH�D�FRP�
PRQ� WUDQVFHQGHQWDO� LPSXOVH�� $OWKRXJK� LW�
PDQLIHVWV�D�VWURQJ�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�SK\VLFDOLW\�
LQ� D� SUHGRPLQDQWO\� DJUDULDQ� HFRQRP\�� WKH�
FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�JDX�LV��LQ�RULJLQ��LQ�YHQHUD�
WLRQ�DQG�LQ�LQWHQWLRQ��D�UHOLJLRXV�H[HUFLVH��,WV�
PDLQVSULQJ� LV�+LQGXLVP�DQG� LWV� YDVW� UHVHU�
YRLU�RI�P\WKV��OHJHQGV��ULWXDOV�DQG�IRONORUH��

7KH�FRZ�EHFDPH�LPSRUWDQW�LQ�,QGLD�IURP�
WKH� 9HGLF� SHULRG� RQZDUGV� ������ �� ���� %&��
DV�D�V\PERO�RI�GLYLQH�ZHDOWK��)RU�WKH�9HGLF�
PDQ�FRZV�ZHUH�ȊWKH�ȆUHDO�OLIHȇ�VXEVWUDWXP�RI�
WKH� JRRGV� RI� OLIH�ȋ�ZULWHV� -�� &�� +HHVWHUPDQ��
7KH�YHUVHV�RI�WKH�$WKDUYD�DQG�WKH�5LJ�9HGD� 
FHOHEUDWH�WKH�JDX�DV�D�JRGGHVV�DQG�LQ�IHPL�
QLQH�UHODWLRQ�ZLWK�RWKHU�JRGV��DV�WKH�PRWKHU�
RI�6KLYD��GDXJKWHU�RI�9DVX�DQG�WKH�VLVWHU�RI�
$GLWLȇV�FKLOGUHQ��7KHUHIRUH�E\�EHLQJ�RQ�HDUWK��
WKH�FRZ��DV�WKH�9HGD�PHQWLRQV��RQO\�EURXJKW�
ZHOIDUH�WR�WKH�RUGLQDU\�PRUWDOV��

0D\�WKH�FRZV�VLW� LQ�RXU�GDLULHV�DQG�PD\�
WKH�DERGH�HFKR�ZLWK�KHU�EHDXWLIXO�ZRUGV��

“May these cows of different colors give 
birth to many calves and by the grace of Indra, 
may they be milking.” 

�$WKDUYD�9HGD��������

7KLV� JUHDW� UHYHUHQFH� DPRQJ� WKH� +LQGXV� 
WRZDUGV� WKHLU� ȆKRO\ȇ� FRZV�� RI� UHJDUGLQJ� WKH�
DQLPDO� DV� JDX� PDWD� �PRWKHU� FRZ��� DV� JDX�
GKDQ� �ZHDOWK��� DV� DGKDQ\D� �WKDW� ZKLFK�
VKRXOG�QRW�EH�NLOOHG��DQG�WKH�EHOLHI�WKDW�WKH�
HQWLUH� XQLYHUVH� LV� EXW� D� UHȵHFWLRQ� RI� WKH�
FRZ� VXSUHPH�� IRUPV� WKH� EURDGHU� FRQWH[W�
LQ� ZKLFK� ZH� FDQ� VLWXDWH� DQG� XQGHUVWDQG�
3UXQHȇV� VHQVLWLYH�ZRUN�� 7KH�PDLQVSULQJ� RI�
WKH�DUWLVWȇV�UHȵHFWLRQ�WKDW�IROORZV�IURP�WKLV��
OLQNV�WKH�DVSHFW�RI�JDX�WR�WKH�ZRUOG��SROLWLFV��
VRFLHW\�DQG�VXEYHUVLRQ�RI�ZRPHQ� LQ� ,QGLD��
WKHUHE\� XQGHUOLQLQJ� WKH� LURQ\� LQ� WKH� WLWOH�
‘Holy Daughters.’ 

,Q� ,QGLD�� WKH� SDUDOOHOV� GUDZQ� IURP� P\�
WKRORJ\� DQG� VKDUHG� V\PEROV� EHWZHHQ� WKH�
FRZ� DQG� WKH� ZRPDQ�� QDUL�� FDQ� EURDGO\� EH�
XQGHUVWRRG� WKURXJK� WKUHH� LQWHU� UHODWHG� 
DVSHFWV��RI�QDWXUH��QXUWXUH�DQG�WKH�WKLUG�FDQ�
EH�FDOOHG�LURQ\��7R�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�GHSWK�RI�
3UXQHȇV�ZRUN� DQG� WR� FULWLFDOO\� HQJDJH�ZLWK�
WKLV�SURMHFW�� LW� LV� LPSHUDWLYH� WR� ORRN�EH\RQG�
WKH� PRVW� REYLRXV� VLPLODULWLHV� RI� WKH� PLON�
DQG� OLIH� JLYLQJ� DQG�QXUWXULQJ�PRWKHUKRRG���
$QFLHQW� WH[WV� KDYH� FRPSDUHG� WKH� ZRPDQ�
ZLWK� WKH� FRZ� WKURXJK� YDULRXV� RWKHU� IDF�
HWV� RI� GRFLOLW\�� NLQGQHVV�� SXULW\� DQG� DV� WKH�
ȆKHOSOHVVQHVV�RQH�ȇ�7KHVH�SDUDOOHOV�ȴQG�PRUH� 
FRKHUHQFH�QRW�MXVW�WKURXJK�VKDUHG�WUDLWV�EXW�
DOVR� WKURXJK� WKH� UHODWLRQVKLS� EHWZHHQ� WKH�

“There is a place for cows, 

they are valuable, 

but no place for girls. 

She’s not valued, everyone 

feels unhappy when a girl 

is born.

(...)

People worship the cow, 

and even the girl they 

call her deity, but in case 

of the women it’s just 

words.”

Karuna,�$MPHU��September 2009.

“Cows and women, as long 

as they are useful they are 

valued.

Cow is cared for until she 

gives milk but women are 

never cared for.

It’s better to be a cow than 

a women.”

padma,�$MPHU��September 2009.

ZRPDQ�DQG�WKH�FRZ�WKXV�HQXPHUDWHG�� ,Q�
WKH� $U\DQ� FXOWXUH�� LW� ZDV� WKH� \RXQJ� JLUOV�
DQG� ZRPHQ� RI� WKH� KRXVHKROG� ZKR� ZHUH�
JLYHQ� WKH� WDVN�RI� WHQGLQJ� WR� WKH�FRZV� OLNH�
PLONLQJ��FOHDQLQJ�DQG�SUD\LQJ��6XFK�HVVHQ�
WLDOL]LQJ�FRPSDULVRQV�KDYH�WHQGHG�WR�SODFH�
ERWK��WKH�ZRPDQ�DQG�WKH�FRZ�DW�D�P\WKLFDO�
GLYLQH�SODFH��DV�WKDW�ZKLFK�LV�SXUH�DQG�WR�
EH�SUD\HG��WKH�JDX�DV�WKH�PRWKHU�DQG�WKH�
ZRPDQ�DV�D�GHYL��PRWKHU� ,QGLD� HWF�� OHDG�
LQJ�PRUH�RIWHQ�WR�WKHLU�YHQHUDWLRQ�RU�DEXVH�
UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH\�EHLQJ�KROGHUV�RI�UHDO�SRZ�
HU�RU�ZULWHUV�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�GHVWLQ\���

5HȵHFWLYH� RI� WKH� LURQ\� RI� WKH� IDWH� RI�
ZRPHQ� LQ� ,QGLD��RI�EHLQJ�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�
DGPLUHG��DEXVHG�DQG�PDUJLQDOL]HG��RU�RI�
IHULQJ�SUD\HUV�WR�WKH�JDXPDWD�IRU�WKH�ELUWK�
RI�D�VRQ��3UXQHȇV�H[SUHVVLRQV� WKURXJK�WKH�
PHWDSKRU�RI� WKH� FRZ�JLYH� WDQJLEOH� UHSUH�
VHQWDWLRQ�RI�D�SDUDOOHO��KDUVK�UHDOLW\��3UXQH�
LQYLWHV�XV�WR�FRQVLGHU�KHU�VW\OL]HG��JUDFHIXO�
DQG�\HW�LQWHUURJDWLYH�H[SUHVVLRQV�WKURXJK�
ZKLFK� ,QGLDȇV�+LQGXV�H[SUHVV� WKHLU�KRSHV�
DQG� GHVLUHV�� WKHLU� PDJLFDO� VHQVH� RI� FRQ�
QHFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�FRZV�DV�JXDUGLDQ�GHLWLHV�
ZKRP�WKH\�ZRUVKLS��+RZHYHU��DV�WKH�FRP�
PXQLW\�DOWHUHG� LWV� FXVWRPV�� UHYHUHQFH� IRU�
WKH� FRZ� DFFRPSDQLHG� WKHLU� QHJOHFW�� DQG�
FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�RI�WKH�JLUO�FKLOG�DV�D�GHYL�IHOO�
VLOHQW�EHIRUH�WKH�VHGXFWLRQV�RI�D�PDOH�KHLU��

3UXQH�KDV�FRPPLWWHG�KHUVHOI�WR�WKH�FLU�
FXLW� RI� FUHDWLYLW\� DQG� GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�� WKH�
DUWLVW� GLVFRYHULQJ� WKH� UHDOLW\� RI� KHU� RZQ�
LPDJLQDWLRQ�PXVW�DOVR�DVVLVW�RWKHUV� WR� UH�
FRYHU�WKH�SRZHU�WR� LPDJLQH�WKHLU�RZQ�UH�
DOLWLHV��5HLQWHUSUHWLQJ�WKH�ORUH�RI�WKH�SDVW��
3UXQHȇV� Ȇ+RO\� +ROLȇ� LQVWDOODWLRQ�� LQ� KHU�
ZRUGV��ȆLV�DERXW�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�FHOHEUDWLRQ�
RI�+ROL��ZKLFK�V\PEROL]HV�IHUWLOLW\�WKURXJK�
6SULQJ�� EXW� LQ� IDFW� QRW� VR� PDQ\� ZRPHQ�
FDQ�SDUWLFLSDWH�DV�WKH�FHOHEUDWLRQV�FDQ�EH�
YLROHQW�EHLQJ�PRUH�D�SDUW\�IRU�PHQ�ȴQDOO\��
+ROL�LV�DOVR�.ULVKQDȇV�FHOHEUDWLRQ��.ULVKQD�
LV� WKH�JDXSDOD�� VR�FRZ�SURWHFWRU��DQG� LQ�D�
ZD\� IHUWLOLW\� SURWHFWRU�� 7KH� FHOHEUDWLRQ� LV�
KHUH�V\PEROL]HG�E\�PLON�LQVWHDG�RI�FRORUHG�
ZDWHU��DQG�PLON�SRZGHU�LQVWHDG�RI�FRORUHG�
SLJPHQWVȐOLNH� D� QHZ� YHUVLRQ� RI� FHOHEUD�
WLRQ�RI�IHUWLOLW\�ȇ

6LWXDWLQJ� WKH� ZRUN� LQ� D� VRFLR�SROLWLFDO� 
FRQWH[W�� LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV� IUHHGRP�RI�H[SUHV�
VLRQ�RI�DUWLVWV� LQ�,QGLD�KDV�EHHQ�FKDOOHQJHG�
E\�SROLWLFDOO\�PRWLYDWHG�YLROHQFH�DQG�D�GLV�
WXUEHG�PRGHUQLW\��HVSHFLDOO\�ZRUNV�WRXFKLQJ�
XSRQ�WKH�LVVXH�RI�WKH�,QGLDQ�ZRPDQ�RU�UHOL�
JLRQ�� 3UXQHȇV� GRHV� ERWK��:KLOH� LW� LV� D� KRSH�
WKDW�WKLV�H[KLELWLRQ�WULJJHUV�GHEDWH�� LQWHUHVW�
DQG� DZDUHQHVV�� LW� GRHV� VR� LQ� D� QRQ�YLROHQW�
PDQQHU��$V� YLJRURXV� DQG� VHQVLWLYH� DV� HYHU��
3UXQH�IROORZV�WKH�ULWXDOV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�FRZ��
KHDUV� WKH� VRQJV� RI� ODPHQW� DQG� MR\�� DWWHQGV�
WR�WKH�YRLFHV�RI�ZRUVKLS�DV�WKH\�EUHDN�GRZQ�
WKH�EDUULFDGHV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�LQYLWH�XV�WR� 
UHȵHFW��HQMR\�DQG�DSSUHFLDWH��
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D.R.| You say you are looking to take people 
with you, to alert them, so there is a politi-
cal goal?
p.N.|� 3ROLWLFDO� \HV�� EXW� UDWKHU� LQ� WKH� HW\PR�
ORJLFDO� VHQVH�� 7KHUH� DUH� FHUWDLQ� WKLQJV� ,�
VWURQJO\� IHHO�RQH�FDQQRW�GR��)RU�H[DPSOH�� ,�
DP�DJDLQVW�SXWWLQJ�D�SULFH�RQ�D�ERG\�SDUW��LW�
PXVW�UHPDLQ�D�GRQDWLRQ��:KHWKHU�LW�DIIHFWV�
DQ�RUJDQ��EORRG��VSHUP��RU�EDELHV�LQ�UHJDUGV�
WR�DGRSWLRQ�RU�VXUURJDF\��)URP�WKH�PRPHQW�
\RX� LQWURGXFH� D�PRQHWDU\� YDOXH�� GHYLDWLRQ�
EHJLQV�

D.R.| how did you come to Holy Daughters, is it 
because of a special relationship with India?
p.N.|�1R�� ,� FRXOG� DOVR�KDYH� JRQH� WR� &KLQD� WR�
GLVFXVV�JHQGHU�VHOHFWLRQV��+RZHYHU��LQ�,QGLD��
WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�JLUOV�LV�PXFK�PRUH�FRPSOH[�
DQG�QRW�RQO\�VSXUV�IURP�VRFLDO�DQG�FXOWXUDO�
WUDGLWLRQV��EXW�DOVR�UHOLJLRXV�GRFWULQHV�� ,W� LV�
WKLV�FRPSOH[LW\�WKDW�LQWHUHVWV�PH�

D.R.| By creating a hybrid girl / holy cow, you 
wanted to emphasize the difference in treat-
ment between them? Was this your starting 
point?
p.N.|� ,W� LV�PXFK�PRUH�SDUDGR[LFDO� WKDQ�WKDW��
,Q� ,QGLD�� FRZV� DUH� VDFUHG�� EXW� DUH� DEDQ�
GRQHG�� 6LPLODUO\�� LQ� WKH� FROOHFWLYH� LPDJLQD�
WLRQ��ZRPHQ� DUH� DOVR� FRQVLGHUHG� SXUH� DQG�
VDFUHG�� DQG� WKH� WHUP� Holy Daughters� PD\�
VHHP�TXLWH�ORJLFDO�WKHUH��+RZHYHU��WKH�LPDJH�
RI�SXULW\�FDQ�EDFNȴUH�IRU�ZRPHQ��

D.R.| 6R��DV�D�ȴUVW�VWHS��Holy Daughters brings 
up new issues in your body of work. how do 
you envision your evolution?
p.N.|�,�ZLOO�EH�LQ�WKH�8�6��WKLV�\HDU��DQG�GR��LQ�
IDFW��ZLVK� WR� SXUVXH� RWKHU� WKHPHV�� ,� GR�QRW�
ZDQW�WR�LPSRVH�UXOHV�RQ�P\�ZRUN��EXW�VXUHO\��
,�ZLOO� FRQWLQXH� WR�ZRUN� RQ� ELRHWKLFV�� 4XHV�
WLRQLQJ�� IRU� H[DPSOH��QRUPDOLW\� DQG�DEQRU�
PDOLW\� DQG� KRZ� RQH� FDQ� GHFLGH� WKDW� WKHLU�
FKLOG�LV�DEQRUPDO�EHFDXVH�LW�KDV�D�VTXLQW�RU�
LV�KHPRSKLOLF����

D.R.| how would you like to be perceived by 
WKH�VFLHQWLȴF�FRPPXQLW\"�,V�LW�LPSRUWDQW�WR�
you?
p.N.|�,WȇV�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�PH�WR�EH�LQ�FRQWDFW�ZLWK�
WKHP�� \HV�� DQG� EH� WDNHQ� VHULRXVO\�� %HFDXVH�
WKLV�EULGJH�EHWZHHQ�VFLHQFH�DQG�DUW�LQWHUHVWV�
PH��,�OLNH�WKH�LGHD�RI�D�PXWXDO�H[FKDQJH��7KH\�
EULQJ�PH�DQVZHUV��DQG�,�KRSH�WKDW�LQ�UHWXUQ��
WKH\�PD\�VHH�DUW�DV�D�ZD\�WR�HQJDJH�WKH�SXE�
OLF�WR�UDLVH�LPSRUWDQW�TXHVWLRQV��

D.R.| You certainly act as an artist in what you 
do here, but don’t you have the feeling of go-
ing beyond your art?
p.N.|�,�GRQȇW�NQRZ��EHLQJ�DQ�DUWLVW�LVQȇW�LW�SUH�
FLVHO\�WU\LQJ�WR�JR�EH\RQG�WKH�ERXQGDULHV�DQG�
FRQYHQWLRQV"�7KH�FKDOOHQJH�OLHV�LQ�JRLQJ�GHHS�
HQRXJK�ZLWKRXW�ULVNLQJ�WR�JHW�ORVW��7KDWȇV�ZK\�
LWȇV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�VXEVWDQWLDWH�P\�UHVHDUFK�
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D.R.| how would you locate the Holy Daughters  
in your career?
p.N.|�,W�LV�D�ZRUN�ERUQ�IURP�D�QXPEHU�RI�TXHV�
WLRQV�,�KDG�UDLVHG�YHU\�\RXQJ�DERXW�WKH�ERU�
GHU� EHWZHHQ� PDQ� DQG� DQLPDO�� DQG� RQ� WKH�
GHȴQLWLRQ�RI�KXPDQ�EHLQJ��7KH�Bébés Domes-
tiques (Pet Babies)�ZHUH�DOUHDG\�DQ�LOOXVWUD�
WLRQ�RI�WKHVH�LVVXHV��,QGHHG��WR�FRQVLGHU�\RXU�
SHW�OLNH�\RXU�FKLOG�LV�D�VRFLRORJLFDO�SKHQRPH�
QRQ�WKDW�LV�REVHUYHG�HYHU\ZKHUH��LQ�)UDQFH��
-DSDQ��&DOLIRUQLD�Ȑ�,�ZDQWHG�WR�LOOXVWUDWH�WKLV�
YHU\�FRQWHPSRUDU\�SKHQRPHQRQ��EXW�ZKLFK�
FRXOG�DOVR�EH�SDUW�RI�WKH�SDVW�Ȃ�LQ�������ZKHQ�
ZRUOG� IDLUV�ZHUH�H[SRVLQJ�KXPDQV� LQ�]RRV��
DQG�LQ������WKH\�ZHUH�XVHG�DV�H[SHULPHQWDO�
DQLPDOV�Ȃ�DQG�RI�WKH�IXWXUH�

D.R.| But this project was especially about tak-
ing a critical look at society through the use 
of humor and a form of provocation. With 
the Procreative Dinner, and now the Holy 

Daughters, you came to more fundamental 
questions about the power of science. Does 
this really feel like a natural progression  
for you?
p.N.|� ,� PDGH� WKH� OLQN� ZLWK� JHQHWLFV� ZKHQ� ,�
EHFDPH� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ� K\EULG� HPEU\RV� DQG�
,� ZDQWHG� WR�PHHW� 6WHSKHQ�0LQJHU�� GLUHFWRU�
RI�UHVHDUFK�RQ�VWHP�FHOOV�DW�.LQJȇV�&ROOHJH��
/RQGRQ�� 7KLV� LVVXH� RI� K\EULG� HPEU\RV� OHG�
PH� WR�JHW�H[FLWHG�DERXW�ELRHWKLFV��D� WKHPH�
DOUHDG\� VWURQJO\� HPEHGGHG� LQ� WKH� Bébés  
Domestiques.

D.R.| The meeting with Stephen Minger was 
decisive?
p.N.|�<HV��DQG�VLQFH��,�FRQWLQXH�WR�PHHW�ZLWK�
VFLHQWLVWV�WR�JHW�D�JUDVS�RQ�VXEMHFWV�,�GR�QRW�
IXOO\� FRPSUHKHQG�� DQG� GLVFRYHU� D� ZRUOG�
WKDW��XQWLO�WKHQ��ZDV�LPSHUYLRXV�WR�PH��,�WKHQ� 
DSSURDFK� WKHVH� PDWWHUV� IURP� D� SDUWLFXODU�
DQJOH��WKH�SKLORVRSK\�RI�VFLHQFH��7KDWȇV�ZKDW�
LQWHUHVWV�PH�LQ�DUW��EHLQJ�DW�WKH�FURVVURDGV�RI�
VHYHUDO�SDWKV��WDNLQJ�D�ORRN�DW�WKH�VFLHQWLȴF��
SKLORVRSKLFDO� DQG� VRFLRORJLFDO� DVSHFWV� RI� D�
JLYHQ�WRSLF��

D.R.| Between the Bébés Domestiques and the 
project Holy Daughters in India, there were 
the Dîners Procreatifs (Procreative Dinners). 
What meaning do you give to this project?
p.N.|�7KH�Dîners Procréatifs�DUH�IRU�PH�DQ�LQ�
WURGXFWLRQ�WR�ZKDW�,�ZLOO�GR�QH[W��,�VHH�WKH�Holy 
Daughters�DV�D�ȴUVW�VWHS��,�ZDQW�WR�DGGUHVV�DOO�
WKHVH� LVVXHV� LQ� DQ� DFFHVVLEOH� ZD\�� ZLWKRXW�
GUDPDWL]DWLRQ�RU�EHLQJ� V\VWHPDWLFDOO\� FULWL�
FDO��7KH�RXWFRPH�VKRXOG�EH�UHȵHFWLRQ��7KXV��
WKH�LQWHUDFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�SXEOLF�LV�DOVR�D�FUX�
FLDO�DVSHFW�RI�P\�ZRUN��Procreative Dinners 
DQG� WKH�%«E«V�'RPHVWLTXHV� DUH� DW� WKH�ERU�
GHU� EHWZHHQ� KXPRU� DQG� VHULRXVQHVV�� ,� GR�
QRW�ZDQW�WR�SURYRNH�IRU�SURYRFDWLRQ��,� ORRN�
UDWKHU�WRZDUGV�EXLOGLQJ�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�
SHRSOH�WR�JHW�WKHP�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�P\�SURMHFW�

D.R.| What are you waiting for the public in 
this exhibition? Because your work is also 
built on people’s reactions, such as when you 
put your sculpture in the street?
p.N.|� ,� KRSH� WKH\� ZLOO� ȴQG� LW� ERWK� FRKHUHQW�
DQG�HFOHFWLF��)RU�PH�� WKHUH�DUH� WZR�ZD\V�WR�
JR�DERXW�LW��7KH�ȴUVW�LV�WR�PHHW�SHRSOH��HQWHU�
WKHLU�ZRUOG��XQGHUVWDQG�LW��DQG�WKHQ�WDNH�WKH�
UHVXOWV�,�KDYH�FROOHFWHG�IURP�WKLV�LQWHUDFWLRQ�
WR�WKH�VWUHHW�IRU�DOO�WR�VHH��,�DOVR�OLNH�WR�GHSLFW�
D� XQLYHUVH� FUHDWHG� IURP�P\� RZQ� UHVHDUFK��
DQG�WKLV�WLPH��LWȇV�WKH�SXEOLF�ZKR�HQWHUV�P\�
ZRUOG�� 7KHVH� DUH� WZR� FRPSOLPHQWDU\� VWHSV�
DQG�WKHUH�FDQQRW�EH�RQH�ZLWKRXW�WKH�RWKHU�

D.R.| are the public’s reactions likely to make 
you evolve?
p.N.|� <HV�� GHȴQLWHO\�� ,W� KHOSV� P\� PHVVDJH�
HYROYH�DQG�ȴQG�QHZ�LGHDV��,�OHDUQHG�WR�IUHH�
P\VHOI� IURP� WKH� GHVLUH� WR� SURYLGH� D� IUDPH�
IRU�SHRSOH�ZKR�GLVFRYHU�P\�ZRUN��RWKHUZLVH�
WKH\�GR�QRW�DSSURSULDWH�LW��,I�WKH\�OLNH�D�ZRUN�
PRUH� WKDQ� DQ� RWKHU�� PD\EH� LWȇV� EHFDXVH� LW�
WULJJHUV�VRPHWKLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�SHUVRQDO�KLVWRU\��
7KDWȇV� ZKDW� ,� WU\� WR� OHDUQ� IURP� WKHLU� UHDF�
WLRQV��WR�WRXFK�WKHP�ZLWK�ZKDW�LV�WKHLU�RZQ�
DQG�WKDW�,�GR�QRW�JUDVS�

— PRUNE NOURRY

Breeding season of species. Among 200 
millions of spermatozoa, only a few hundred 
cross the uterine tube. The spermatozoon 
X is one of them. The ovocyte X is waiting 
patiently that natural selection takes place.

Prune Nourry shout out her first cry in Paris 
at January 30, 1985. Artist in gestation, 
she studied in vitro the Ecole Boulle, speciality 
wood sculpture.

Since 2004, her studio is a laboratory 
for genetics hybridization. She procreates 
new species halfway between Human 
and Animal, allegories of the contemporary 
Science which leads to an artificial selection 
of the Human.

Prune Nourry lives and works between Paris 
and NewYork. Bachelor in the prestigious 
School of Art and Design Ecole Boulle, 
she had happenings and exhibitions in France, 
Belgium, Japan, England and United States. 
In 2011, she is invited for a six months 
residency in the art center The Invisible Dog, 
New York, U.S.

www. prune-art. com

HYBRID
prune Nourry interviewed by Dominique Rousset, journalist, producer 

at France Culture. She published with axel Kahn “ La Médecine du XXIe siècle : 
des gènes et des hommes ”, Bayard, 1996, and “ un goût de Miel ”, Seuil, 2008.
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